
 

Kokomo High School Class of 2021 graduation speaker Molly Hunter will 

attend Loyola University in Chicago in the fall to pursue a degree in film and 

digital media. Following is Molly’s graduation speech: 

 

The bulk of my junior and senior years of high school were spent tucked in 

the windowless rooms of the Diploma Programme hallway. Above the Performing 

Arts Center, which I walked past every day, giving me plenty of time to ponder its 

meaning, is a quote from President Barack Obama. It reads, “The future belongs to 

young people with an education and the imagination to create.” 

What I love about Kokomo High School, more than anything else, is that we 

are first and foremost a community. We thrive on inclusivity and accessibility, 

support each other’s strengths, and cover each other’s weaknesses. We put focus in 

growth and in character, in innovation and responsibility. I am honored to not only 

be part of this community, but to represent it here today. I find immense pride in 

knowing that we, the class of 2021, are part of the next generation. We are the 

young people the quote was referring to, in part because this is where we came 

from. 

As we enter the next chapter of our lives, may we remember and utilize the 

foundation given to us at Kokomo High School to become active members of 

society, to create change, and to push ourselves to new horizons we never thought 

possible. We already have an education, or at least part of one, and many of us are 

continuing to pursue it. We’re all young, and no matter which path we took over 

the past few years, it most definitely instilled in us the passion and drive for 

something beyond this gymnasium. High school, for better or for worse, is where 

we first become people. Now, we are left to do something about that. 



Now, I’m just a girl who had a high Grade Point Average and, shockingly, a 

varsity letter. I’m not very good at being serious, and I’m certainly not very good 

at calculus. Therefore, I admit that I am not the greatest source of wisdom in this 

room, nor the most capable of providing an especially poignant parting message. 

But, I am one of you, and I do love that Barack Obama quote, so I will leave you 

with another one. Former President Obama says, “Keep exploring. Keep dreaming. 

Keep asking why. Don’t settle for what you already know. Never stop believing in 

the power of your ideas, your imagination, your hard work to change the world.” 

Now I don’t want to get political, but I think he’s onto something. 


